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Statement of Purpose

The Blossom Fund was created by the Bed, Breakfast, Blossoms, & Barnes Committee, whereby profits from this endeavor would be set aside to assist the greater Philadelphia community.  It was established as a part of the Sustainer Group of the Junior League of Philadelphia, which is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization under the Internal Revenue Code, whose purpose meets the guidelines and mission of the Junior League of Philadelphia.

I. The objective of the Blossom Fund is to provide gifts or grants in areas, not limited to but including (in no particular order), horticultural projects, areas related to the Junior League’s position statements, current area of interest or legacy projects, current or past Sustainer projects and interests,  historic preservation projects as a form of community improvement, scholarships in community service, and the interests of women.    The Blossom Fund will not provide funds for an organization’s budgeted operating expenses.  These gifts or grants should make a lasting and permanent impact on the community and visible impact for the Junior League of Philadelphia.
II. Makeup and selection of the Blossom Fund Committee

A. The Blossom Fund Committee Chair shall be appointed by the Nominating Committee and serve for two years.  The Blossom Fund Committee members shall be appointed by the Chair with the advice of the Nominating Committee and assistance and input from the past and current BBB&B Committee.

B. The Blossom Fund Committee will consist of the following seven members, each of whom is a voting member of the Blossom Fund Committee.

1. Current Sustainer Chair 

2. Current Sustainer Treasurer

3. Blossom Fund Chair

a. Serves as representative to the Sustainer Board

b. Recommended to have the following qualifications:

1. Strong involvement with the BBB&B Committee

2. Prior involvement with the Blossom Fund (note: as a beginning point, all members of past and present BBB&B Committees have this involvement)

4. Four at-large members from among interested Sustainers, two of which, if possible, should have a strong BBB&B background (such as a past BBB&B chair or BBB&B Committee member) and who will serve a two-year term on a rotating basis so that every year there will be two new members.
III. Requests for Funding

A. Guidelines for eligibility

1. Applications will only be accepted from a Junior League of Philadelphia member or committee seeking assistance for a 501(c)(3) organization, or other tax exempt organization.

2. The requesting organization must provide service in the area(s) reflecting the objectives named above.

3. The requesting organization must meet all criteria of the Junior League of Philadelphia by-laws and policies.

B. Procedures

1. The form for application will be simple and available on the Junior League website and from the Blossom Fund Chair.  Applications and accompanying materials should be sent to the Blossom Fund Chair.

2. Donations or grants will be made according to quality of applications, on “as needed” basis, with no requirement to donate any specific amount within any certain time period, nor to retain any specific balance.

3. Applications must be presented at least 60 days prior to any anticipation of funding.

4. After research and study, which could include a site visit, a recommendation will be made by the Blossom Fund Committee.  If the committee does not approve the proposal, notification will be given to the applicant and the Sustainer Board.  If the Blossom Fund Committee approves the application, the Committee will notify the Sustainer Board, which will review and approve/disapprove the proposal from the Blossom Fund at the next convenient meeting time (electronic or in person).  If approved, the funding request will be submitted to the Junior League Board of Directors for ratification.  The Sustainer Treasurer will issue the check from the Blossom Fund.  The JLP membership will be informed of the grant through Hotline or other means.

IV. Blossom Fund maintenance

A. The Blossom Fund will be maintained as a separate interest-bearing account under the auspices of the Sustainer Treasury.

B. The Junior League Sustainer Treasurer shall maintain the Blossom Fund and its records and make regular reports to the Blossom Fund Committee and the Sustainer Board.

C.  A review by the Blossom Fund Committee of funding criteria and procedures will occur at a minimum of every five years or as necessary and approved by the Sustainer Board.
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